
STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

February9, 2005

DearParentorGuardian:

TheStateofConnecticutis committedto providing all studentswith theknowledgeandskills
theyneedto succeedin schoolandin life. Yourchild’s public schooldistrict hasmany
dedicatedstaffmemberscommittedto teachingthechallengingacademiccontentand
interpersonalskills that helpstudentsdevelopintoproductivecitizens:

In January2002,theU.S. Congresspassedanewfederaleducationlaw calledtheNo ChildLeft
Behind(NCLB) Act. This law requiresstatesto setspecificacademicachievementtargetsfor all
studentsandsix subgroupsofstudents(black,Hispanic,white, studentswith disabilities,English
languagelearnersandeconomicallydisadvantagedstudents).Districtsmustmeetthesetargets
for all studentsandall subgroupseachyearin orderto achieve“adequateyearlyprogress”under
thetermsofNCLB. Connecticutstudentachievementtargetsarebasedon theGrade10
ConnecticutAcademicPerformanceTest(CAPT) andtheGrade4, 6 and8 ConnecticutMastery
Test(CMT). This yeartheachievementtargetsfor the Grade10 CAPT are:

• 62 percentofstudentsmustscore“proficient” or abovein reading;and
• 59 percentof studentsmustscore“proficient” or abovein math.

Theachievementtargetsfor theGrade4, 6 and8 CMT are:
• 57 percentof studentsmustscore“proficient” orabovein reading;
• 64 percentofstudentsmustscore“proficient” orabovein math;and
• 70 percentofstudentsmustscore“basic” or abovein writing, orthepercentageof

studentswho scoreat orabove“basic” in writing mustimprovefrom thepreviousyear.

Meetingtheseperformancelevelsfor thewholeschoolandfor eachofthesix subgroups,and
havingatleast95 percentofall studentsin thedistrict takethetest,determineswhethera district
is or is not identifiedasnot making“adequateyearlyprogress”underNCLB. A district thatdoes
notmakeadequateyearlyprogressfor two consecutiveyearsis identifiedas“in needof~
improvement.”

TheManchesterPublicSchoolDistrict hasbeenidentifiedas“in needofimprovement”basedon
theresultsof2002-03testingbecause:

1. Oneormoresubgroupsofstudentsdid not meettheproficiencyratein mathand/or
reading.

2. Fewerthan95 percentof studentsparticipatedin thetest.

As aresultofthis identification,thedistrictmustdevelopan improvementplanwithin thenext
threemonths. If you areinterestedin helpingto developthis plan,pleasecompletetheattached
form andreturnit to yourchild’s school.
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We attheConnecticutStateDepartmentofEducationwill supportthedistrict improvement
processthrougha comprehensiveprofessionaltrainingprogram. Thestatewill alsoprovide
supportthroughtelephonetechnicalassistance,periodicsitevisits andguidancein the
developmentof improvementplans. We areworkinghardto ensurethatall studentsmeetthe
academicachievementtargetsin thefuture. Creatingandmaintainingahigh-qualityschool
district is ajobfortheentirecommunity,andweneedyourhelp in reachingourgoals. We
encourageyou to provideyourthoughtsandadviceaswestriveto helpall ofourstudents
succeednowand in thefuture.

Thankyou for all that you do to supportyourchild’seducation.It is ourprivilegeto continue
working with you andyourchild.

Sincerely,

F ancesM. Rabinowitz
AssociateCommissioner
Division ofTeaching,LearningandAssessment
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PARENT
Pleasereturn

VO
this

LUNTEER FORM
form to your child’s school

Parent’sName

Child’s Name

SchoolName

I aminterestedin helpingmy schooldistrictdevelopadistrict improvement
plam Pleasecontactme at

TelephoneNumberor E-Mail Address

Thebesttime of dayto reachmeis betweenthehoursof___________

and

Please return this form by March 4, 2005.


